on letters published in Soviet newspapers, i.e., edited and censored, not unpublished letters in the archives.
The opening-of the former Soviet archives has disclosed huge numbers of unpublished citizens' letters to the authorities (pis'ma trudiashchikhsia) written in the Soviet period, and new work drawing on this rich body of source material is starting to appear.6 The letters come in many forms: appeals, denunciations (the latter sometimes filed in Party archives under the heading "Komprometiruiushchie materialy na kommunistov ..."), complaints, confessional letters (ispovedi), statements of opinion.7 Letters were sent to a great variety of official addressees: Politburo members, government leaders, Party and state control commissions, the NKVD, obkom secretaries, newspapers, and so on. They were also sent to celebrities and public figures outside of politics.8 8. This is a very interesting line of exploration that awaits investigation and archival research. One collection of letters to a public figure (Otto Schmidt, the Polar explorer) is used in John McCannon's Ph.D. dissertation, "Red Arctic: The Political and Cultural Significance of the Arctic in the Soviet Union, 1932 -1939 " (Univ. of Chicago, 1994 . Suggestive of the magnitude of the phenomenon is the statement from Academician Ivan Pavlov, published in Izvestiiu, 25 Jan. 1936, 6 . In it Pavlov complained he was being deluged with letters asking for medical help and advice: "from every side of our broad fatherland letters are flooding in in batches (from five to ten every day) with passionate prayers for help, beginning with trifles like having one's face flush when one is embarrassed or having thin hair and so on and ending with the . most severe untreatable illnesses." "If I answered all these letters," Pavlov wrote, "I would have no time left to think about my own business." Therefore he begged his correspondents to desist.
